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April 7, 2023 
 
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and 
Related Agencies Committee on Appropriations 
Washington, DC 
 
RE: Testimony Submitted to the Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and 
Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Regarding Fiscal Year 2024 Appropriation for the 
Food and Drug Administration 
 
The National Environmental Health Association (NEHA) represents almost 7,000 environmental 
health professionals throughout the U.S. and around the world. NEHA is the profession’s 
strongest advocate for excellence in the practice of environmental health. Our mission is the 
advancement of the environmental health professional and we serve to provide quality training, 
continuing education, and credentialing to our members and environmental health professionals. 
 
As the committee reviews the fiscal year 2024 (FY 2024) budget, we would like to emphasize the 
following: 
 

 
The U.S. Food Safety System 
 
The U.S. has one of the safest, if not the safest, retail and manufactured food systems in the 
world. The rate of foodborne disease in our nation, however, remains too high. The U.S. food 
industry is worth approximately $1.5 trillion, accounting for one-fifth of the U.S. economy. FDA 
oversees 78% of the U.S. human food supply. 
 
The programs highlighted above support efforts of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to 
provide resources to state, local, tribal, and territorial (SLTT) food safety programs that protect 
this nation’s food safety system through inspection, education, and enforcement. 
 

Program Name FY 2023 FY 2024 Request 

Food and Drug Administration Food Safety 
Program 

$1,519 million $1,730 million 

Federal and State Initiative $120 million $150 million 
New Era of Smarter Food Safety $3.5 million $40.5 million 
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Foodborne illness outbreaks can originate from any stage in the food production line. Restaurants 
are the most reported location of food preparation associated with outbreaks, accounting for 64% 
of the outbreaks for which a single location of preparation was reported; most of such outbreaks 
(48%) occur in sit-down establishments. 
 
NEHA would like to highlight three points regarding this nation’s food safety system: 
 
Food Safety Is Performed by State, Local, Tribal, and Territorial Agencies. 
The numerous federal agencies regulating foods (primarily FDA) rely on their SLTT counterparts 
to implement their food safety programs. There are 70 state agencies alone that apply the FDA 
Food Code—mainly through their d.75 0 0 2.l0ood Code
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